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were busy in their own work. He had heard that there was no disunion
among them, but now disunion was visible in them. He said that both com-
munities were unwilling to follow his advice. Whenever he found that there
was disunion, he thought both were responsible for it. If they were deter-
mined to be united, there was no power on earth to separate them and he said
that, if they did not clear up their minds, they both would be responsible. So
long they had lived in unity and friendship.

Referring to untouchability he said that, so long as it would last, it was
impossible for India to advance. Being a sanatani Hindu, he said that there
was no such thing as untouchability in the Hindu religion. He thanked them
for the attempt to uplift the class of untouchables, but he was told that some
Brahmins were thwarting them. But he was sure that they would make a
determined attempt to abolish untouchability. He hoped that the Noakhali
people would do all in their power to remove it altogether. Further, he hoped
they would explain this matter to washermen.

Concluding, he said that they were aware that many people had no
work for four months in the year and, as a result, they were becoming poorer.
All over the world, agriculture was supplemented by some work. And in Hindus-
than, there was nothing like the charkha. That is why he called it Annapurna.
From the fields they would get rice, but through the charkha alone they
could improve their condition. He emphasized that the middle-class people
should work at least half an hour daily on the charkha wherever they were.
If they, for the sake of the poor people, worked on the charkha, there
was no greater work. Hence he had been travelling in various places to
emphasize on this point. Subsequently, he referred to erosion of Noakhali by
river.

Amrita Bazar Patrika, 16-5-1925

50.   INTERVIEW TO TEACHERS AT NOAKHALI

May 14, 1925

On the occasion of Mahatma Gandhi's visit to Noakhali on the 14th ins-
tant, an interview was sought for and granted by him to some representatives
of the District Teachers* Association. The deputationists put some searching
questions to Mahatmaji regarding the present system of education and asked how,
under the existing circumstances, the teachers could render real service to the
country. Mahatmaji smilingly began by saying, "Spin and spin still more."
He then advised the teachers that they should change the entire moral atmo-
sphere of educational institutions by making impressions upon the minds of
boys who are completely under their control by the example of their own
character and work. If the teachers, he said, were earnest in their efforts, no
amount of Government interference through the agency of the Inspectorate